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Dear Readers,

Throughout 2022 I was pleased to have spent so much time in Nevada following 
a period of travel restrictions – it was wonderful to see so many familiar and new 
faces either around town or during our community meetings, and I look forward to 
spending even more time back in Nevada in this coming year.  

I wanted to take a moment to reflect on the major milestones that our growing 
team has achieved thus far over the course of this year:

• Submission of a revised plan of operations to the BLM for the Rhyolite Ridge 
Project which provides a path forward to receiving our final permit required to 
begin construction. This was a considerable achievement that required substantial 
effort and focus from ioneer employees across all departments. 

•  Signed binding lithium offtake agreements with Ford Motor Company, and 
Prime Planet Energy & Solutions (A Toyota/Panasonic joint venture), paving the 
way for lithium produced in Nevada to be used in electric vehicles made in the 
United States. Along with the increased offtake volume with EcoPro Innovation 
agreed upon earlier this year, we have now completed our pre-production lithium 
carbonate supply commitments that we intend to make. 

•  Completion of a secondary stock listing on the NASDAQ exchange, making it 
easier for those in the United States to evaluate an investment opportunity in 
ioneer and the Rhyolite Ridge Project

•  Hiring of a full-time botanist and the start of construction for a dedicated 
greenhouse to further Tiehm’s buckwheat conservation efforts

•   Completion of a definitive agreement with Caterpillar to deploy the first fully 
autonomous fleet of haul trucks in a greenfield mining operation in North America

•   Ongoing Due Diligence and significant progress with the Department of Energy’s 
Loan Programs Office under the Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing 
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(ATVM) loan program to potentially aid in the financing 
of the Rhyolite Ridge Project

In the near-term, we are hopeful that the Department 
of Interior will publish the Notice of Intent (NOI) in the 
federal register which will formally mark the beginning of 
the public scoping and review process that all projects 
located on federal land must undergo. This process, 
which we currently believe will take approximately 12 
months, potentially culminates with the issuance of a 
positive record of decision, at which point construction 
at Rhyolite Ridge can begin. 

On behalf of all of us at Ioneer – thank you for your 
continued support, and we wish you, your families and 
friends a safe and joyous holiday season and a very 
happy new year. 

IONEER AND CATERPILLAR COMPLETE 
AGREEMENT FOR AUTONOMOUS HAUL TRUCKS

In September we announced the completion of a 
Technology System Supply Agreement with Caterpillar, 
the world’s largest manufacturer of construction and 
mining equipment. This definitive agreement builds 
upon the Memorandum of Understanding signed 
last year and solidifies the early introduction of Cat® 
MineStarTM Command for hauling, Autonomous Haul 
System (AHS) at the Rhyolite Ridge Project. 

Caterpillar has been a leader on the journey toward 
automation for many years. Fully integrated mining 
automation systems offer unprecedented improvements 
in operator safety, equipment utilization, and site 
productivity. Cat autonomous mining trucks have safely 
hauled nearly 5 billion tonnes of material worldwide, 
driving over 110 million miles without a lost-time injury.

The operations are scheduled to start in 2024 with a 
fleet of Cat 785 next generation mining trucks equipped 
with Command for hauling, and the fleet is scheduled 
to expand significantly in 2028. All support equipment 
will feature the latest MineStarTM technology utilizing 
high-precision GPS and real-time analytics to maximize 
efficiency and accuracy in material loading. 

This will be the first greenfield operation in North America 
to utilize AHS and will mark the expansion of Command 
for hauling automation technology to the 140-tonne 
class Cat785 next generation mining truck. The full 
announcement can be found at therhyoliteridgeproject.
com.

WE’RE COMMITTED TO WORKING WITH LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

Want to help Ioneer change the world as we look 
to provide the materials necessary for a sustainable 
planet? We are actively partnering with vendors who 
share our same passion for environmental stewardship, 
responsible mining, operating with a strong moral 
compass, and continuously putting people first.
As we move closer to the beginning of construction, we 
will be looking for help in myriad ways. And at Ioneer, 
we are committed to partnering with local businesses! 

If you are interested in providing services for the Rhyolite 
Ridge Project, including providing housing, please visit 
our supplier portal at www.therhyoliteridgeproject.com/
suppliers/ and take a few minutes to share who you are 
and what you do – we are excited to learn more about 
you and how you may be able to support the project.

OHIO CONGRESSMAN BOB LATTA VISITS 
ESMERALDA COUNTY & RHYOLITE RIDGE

Ioneer was pleased to welcome Congressman Bob Latta 
(R-OH5), a senior Member of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee and a member of the Energy 
Subcommittee, to Rhyolite Ridge as part of his visit to 
Nevada in early October to see domestic investments 
in the critical minerals supply chain and hydroelectric 
power. 

 

In a press release titled “Unleashing American Energy 
Leads to Energy Independence”, Latta states:

“Due to their ongoing permitting process with the 
Bureau of Land Management, Ioneer’s Rhyolite Ridge 
Lithium-Boron Project, one of only two major lithium-
boron deposits globally, has not officially been put 
into operation; however, they stand ready on site to 
extract lithium and boron deposits once final approval 
is granted. 

Bernard Rowe, President
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“Without boron, Toledo, Ohio, would be 
unable to retain its reputation as the ‘Glass 
Capital of the World’” - Congressman Bob 
Latta.

“Greenlighting domestic boron projects will ensure we 
can shrink our supply chains and reduce our dependence 
on countries like Turkey, which has the world’s largest 
supply of boron,” said Congressman Latta in the press 
release, which can be found in its entirety at https://
latta.house.gov/news/

GET TO KNOW THE IONEERS – A SPOTLIGHT ON 
THE FINANCE TEAM

A new feature for the Rhyolite Ridge Newsletter will be 
to shed a spotlight on members of the growing Ioneer 
team – and for this edition we will focus on the Ioneer 
finance team. 

Jeira Mujica – Finance Controller
Jeira joined the ioneer team in March of 2022 and 
serves as the company’s Finance Controller. In this 
role, Jeira leads and is helping to build the Ioneer 
Finance team. 

Before joining the Ioneer team, she had worked in 
the mining industry for more than 20 years with stints 
at Hecla Mining, Tahoe Resources, Klondex Mine, 
and Coeur Rochester. 
Jeira originally hails from 
Venezuela but has lived and 
worked in the United States 
for more than 15 years, 
the vast majority being in 
Nevada, and currently lives 
in Reno with her husband. 

For Jeira, family is her most 
important asset and prefers 
to spend her free time with 
them and her close friends. 
She’s also an avid traveler 
and always looking for a 
new place to visit. And as 
evidenced by the growing 
collection of plants in her 
office, Jeira is a lover of 
flowers and all things that 
grow.  

Andrea Todd – Financial Accountant
Andrea joined the Ioneer finance team in October of 
2021 and serves as a Financial Accountant. In this role, 
she analyzes ledgers, posts journal entries, and balances 
the books on a day-to-day basis. Prior to joining Ioneer, 
Andrea worked at Microsoft Licensing in Reno in a 
similar role as an accountant. She was born and grew 
up in Rock Springs, Wyoming – a small town about an 
hour drive from the tri-state border of Utah, Colorado, 
and Wyoming. 

Andrea works out of the Reno office and currently lives 
in Sparks with her husband 
and four-year-old son. “I’m 
honored to work for Ioneer 
as we develop the Rhyolite 
Ridge Project because it will 
create a more sustainable 
planet and improve the future 
for my family.”  In her spare 
time Andrea enjoys sewing and 
spending as much time with 
her family as possible. She is 
also an avid gardener, working 
in her garden and greenhouse 
and tending her nearly 100 
house plants. 
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WITH MEMBERS OF THE IONEER TEAM AT RHYOLITE RIDGE TO 
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT.
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Andrea and her son Kolton

Jeira and her daughter in Chicago

The Ioneer Finance Team: 
Jordan (left), Jeira (center), and Andrea (right)
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Jordan Morley – Accounts Payable Administrator
Jordan joined the Ioneer team in February of 2022 
as Accounts Payable Administrator, and on a day-
to-day basis works closely with our vendors to 
ensure they get paid in a timely manner. Prior to 
joining Ioneer, Jordan worked for over six years as a 
construction contract manager for the Nevada gaming 
industry, as well as stints with other Nevada mining 
operators including Klondex Gold and Hecla Mining.  

Jordan was born in San Bernadino, California, but has 
lived in the state of Nevada since she was three years 
old. “I’m excited to be an 
Ioneer, knowing how much 
positive impact the Rhyolite 
Ridge Project will bring to the 
local communities and the 
state of Nevada as a whole.”

Jordan is an avid book 
reader and roller-skater, and 
spends the rest her free time 
painting, golfing, or camping.  
“And listen, I’m the unofficial 
stand-up comedian in the 
Reno office.” 

PREVIOUS COMMUNITY EVENTS

2022 Fish Lake Valley Poker Run
We were honored to host a pit-stop during this 
year’s annual Fish Lake Valley Poker Run – an annual 
event that raises funds for the Fish Lake Valley 
Volunteer Fire Department and Ambulance Service. 

Participants that stopped by were able to grab a bit of 
shade, some water, and use the provided portable 
restrooms. Thank you to all the participants, sponsors, 
and organizers for putting on a successful run, and we 
look forward to participating again next year!

2022 Fish Lake Valley Thanksgiving Dinner
Ioneer was proud to support the 2022 Thanksgiving 
Dinner held at the 
Fish Lake Valley 
Community Center 
in Dyer. 

A special thanks goes 
to all the volunteers 
that spent several 
days cooking the 
incredible spread, 
and to the nearly 100 
community members that joined us for a wonderful 
evening. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Common Grounds with Ioneer
We look forward to seeing you at the Fish Lake Valley 
Community Center from 8:30AM to 9:30AM on 
Thursday, December 15 for the last Common Grounds 
with ioneer event of 2022. We will be continuing our 
Common Grounds events again starting in January, with 
the exact dates and times still to be determined.

We also look forward to hosting another Rhyolite Ridge 
community meeting, which will tentatively be held in 
February of 2023. 

As always, the most up-to-date calendar of Rhyolite Ridge 
events can be found at www.therhyoliteridgeproject.
com/events.
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CREATING A BETTER NEVADA 
AND A BETTER WORLD.

IONEER USA CORPORATION
9460 Double R Boulevard

Suite 200
Reno, NV 89521 

therhyoliteridgeproject.com 


